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REMARKS 

Claims 89-92, 99-106, 108 and 109 are all of the claims presently pending in the 
application. Claim 107 has been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. The 
remaining claims have not been amended by the present Amendment. 

The Examiner has erroneously indicated that claims 89-109 are pending in the 
Application. In the Amendment filed on January 3, 2007 Applicants canceled claims 93- 
98. Appro priate direction is requested. 

Entry of this Amendment is believed proper since no new issues are being 
presented to the Examiner, which would require further consideration and/or search and 
the Amendment reduces the number of issues that would be presented on Appeal. 

Ap plicants submit tbat the conc urrently filed affidavit and Verified English 
t ,„ r , r Translation ar e *™1v even thouwh rented after final because tt> Examiner 
^ ^ *r.H nn plied Bon - «t -l- ni.fi. Patent No 6,234,648; hereinafter Corner") in , 
r „, OT * i^rf nffi CB A c *™ An^indv Annlicants could not have presented the 

^ntlv filsri affida ^* »nH verified English T ,anpuage Translation at an earlier time. 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's indication that claims 89-106 are 
allowed . 

Claim 107 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. Claims 108 and 109 stand rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) as being anticipated by, or in the alternative under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a) as obvious over Borner et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,234,648; hereinafter "Bomer"). 

These rejections are respectfully traversed in view of the following discussion. 
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I. THE WRITTEN DESCRIPTION REQUIREMENT REJECTION 

Claim 107 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, as failing to 

comply with the written description requirement. 

Although Applicants disagree with the Examiner, merely in an effort to speed 

prosecution, Applicants have canceled claim 107, thus rendering the Examiner's rejection 

moot. 

n. THE PRIOR ART REFERENCE 

The Examiner alleges that Bomer teaches (or makes obvious) the claimed 
invention of claims 108 and 109. 

Applicants submit that Bomer can be removed as a prior art reference by filing a 
Verified English Language Translation of Applicants' foreign priority document to 
perfect priority thereof. 

Indeed, Bomer was filed on September 24. 1999. Applicants' foreign priority 
document, Japanese Patent Application No. HI 1-249350, was filed on September 2, 
1999. Thus. Bomer was filed a fter Applicants' foreign r>rioritv document . 

Applicants concurrently files herewith an affidavit and Verified English 
Translation of Applicants* foreign priority document, Japanese Patent Application No. 
HI 1-249350, thus perfecting Applicants' claim to priority. 

Accordingly, Borner should be remo ved as a prior art reference against the 
claimed invention . 

Therefore, the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw this rejection. 
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^ FORMAL MATTERS AND CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that claims 89-92. 99-106, 108 and 
1 09, all of the claims presently pending in the application, are patentably distinct over ft. 
prior art of record and are in condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to pass the above application to issue at the earliest possible time. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the local telephone 
number listed below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary in a telephonic or 
personal interview . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to 
credit any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-0481. 

Respectfully Submitted, 




Date: , . ) ^ W/?^ &ott M. Tulino, E sq. 

Reg. No. 48,317 

Sean M. McGinn, Esq. 
Reg. No. 34,386 

MCGINN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

LAW GROUP, PLLC 
8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, VA 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that I am filing this paper via facsimile, to Group Art Unit 2815, 
at (571) 273-8300, on June H, 2007. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Date: 




Scott M. Tulino, Esq. 
Reg. No. 48,317 

Sean M. McGinn, Esq. 
Reg. No. 34,386 
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